Second Chance Global Ministries Historic Mission Trip To Four West African Countries—Ghana, Senegal, Benin and Liberia

I.  Our Purpose of the Trip


We will do need assessments in urban and rural African cities and villages. Most of the assessments will be done in the rural areas; specifically, we have to do some work in the some jungle regions.  Research shows that more than 70% of Africa is not developed. Needless to say that more than 70% live in rural areas. International mission works almost always concentrate on mega African cities. They leave out the indigenous people. 


Second Chance Global Ministries will interview the educated people as well as tribal leaders and government officials to see how God’s peoples in America can help them with resources including strengthening local pastors and church leaders, medical help, economic and education, partnership with American churches, etc. 

Missionaries’ activities in Africa have largely been evangelism without concrete social actions. Africa has been at the receiving end for a long time. It’s time to move beyond the subjects-objects mentality and get the Africans involved in the whole evangelistic enterprise with social actions. Africans do not just want to be survivals, they have dreams, and by the grace of God we have to help fulfilled delayed, deferred and derided dreams. Some of our people have already excelled in academia, music, arts, politics, sports, business, etc.  However, this is just a fraction of the continent.
II. Date and Itinerary
Our tentative date for departure to West Africa is July 14, 2008 and return July 28, 2008. The trip will last for two weeks.  There is something unique about the month of July in West Africa. The years 2007 and 2008 are years of big celebrations in West Africa. For example A Celebration of 50 Years of Ghana’s Independence and 200 Years of the Abolition of the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade. July 26, 2008 marks Liberia’s 160 years of Independence and 200 years of the abolition of the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade.  Liberia is the oldest African Republic. Liberia is also the first and only country in Africa to have a female president, Ms. Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf   (“Iron Woman”) She is a Harvard graduate and very bright.  Liberia is the home of free American slaves.
III. US Citizens Arriving in West African States

All Americans traveling will register at a US Embassy in each prospective African State.  The process is good for security reasons.  There will be a brief orientation during this conference and two more detailed orientations will take place before departure.
IV. Welcoming Ceremonies

Africans are very celebrative.  They love to see Americans in their soil.  Therefore, we will be welcomed by such well known group like Ebony Heritage Male Choir in Ghana, Liberia Baptist Missionary and Educational Convention Mass Choir, and many local groups and traditional dancers. 

V.  Teaching and Preaching

There will be some workshops and seminars for African pastors and church leaders.  We expect every American pastors and church leaders to help their African brothers and sisters to sharpen some rough edges in their ministries.  We will provide topics and themes as soon as possible.
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:

· PANFEST AND EMACNCIPATION - JULY/AUC.2007-08
· ABOLITION OF TRANS-ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE JULY 2007 & July 2008
· Pan-Africanism is celebrated each year in July. July is Heritage Month. Pan-Africanism was championed by Dr. Kwame Nkrumah W. L. DeBoise, Sekou Tore, and William V.S. Tubman,  and Heritage Months are uniquely July/August
· CELEBRATE GHANA’S INDEPENDENCE- MAR.-JULY 2007/MAR-JULY 2008
· Liberia’s Independence is July 26.


During the August 4th Conference, we will provide a complete description of attraction sites, historical slaves sites, Gate of No Return, hotels, airline information and other financial costs.  Medical information will be available.  We have only eleven and a half months to prepare.
